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seres that will flow from and will be based on the disfranchisement
that they dread and resist.
In conclusion, I shall be deeply indebted to those who would
read this and be kind enough to express their opinion about its
subject-matter. Many Europeans have privately ^expressed their
sympathy for the Indians and have strongly disapproved of the
sweeping resolutions passed at the various meetings held in the
Colony in connection with the Indian franchise and the bitter tone
of the speeches made- If these gentlemen will come forward and
have the courage of their convictions, I submit,, they will have a
fourfold reward. They will earn the gratitude of the 40,000 Indians
in the Colony, indeed of the whole of India, and will render true
service to the Colony by disabusing the minds of the Europeans
of the notion that the Indian is a curse to the Colony; they will
serve humanity by rescuing or assisting to rescue a portion of an
ancient race from unwarranted persecution which they know
exists in the whole of South Africa, and last but not least, in com-
mon with the noblest Britons, be the forgers of the links that
will unite England and India in love and peace. I humbly submit
that such an achievement is worth a little ridicule that the pio-
neers will be subjected to. To separate the two communities is easy
enough, to unite them by the 'silken cord3 of love is equally diffi-
cult. But then, everything that is worth having is also worth a great-
deal of trouble and anxiety.
The Natal Indian Congress has been mentioned in connec-
tion with this matter and has been much misrepresented. In a
separate pamphlet1 its objects and "methods of working will be
fully discussed.
While this was in course of preparation, Mr. Maydon made a
speech at Bellair and a curious resolution was passed at the meet-
ing. With the greatest deference to the honourable gentleman, I
venture to take exception to his statement that the Indians have
ever remained in a state of servitude and are, therefore, unfit for
self-government. Although he invoked the aid of history in sup-
port of his statement, I venture to say that history fails to bear
out the statement. In the JBrst place Indian history does not date
from the invasion of Alexander the Great. But, I take the liberty
to say that India of that date will compare very favourably with
Europe of today. In support of that statement I beg to refer him
to the Greek description of India at pp. 169-70 of Hunter's Indian
Empire, partly quoted in my "Open Letter55. What, however, of
is is not available.